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Objectives: 

Dear students, after going this e-tutorial you should be able to understand 

 Principles, aims and silent features of Muslim education in India. 

 Role of Maktabs and Madrasas in imparting education. 

 Methods of instruction and teaching during Muslim period. 

 

Introduction 

                   Muslims ruled India for a long time and education of masses was also their agenda. The 

educational process in Muslim period was accomplished at religious places, which were commonly 

attached to Masjid. Education was provided free and precise. Both rewards and punishments were in 

vogue. Teachers were treated well by the rulers of the time. They have been provided very high status. 

The education was imparted orally. The curriculum was Quaranic centered and the holy Quran was 

memorized by the children. This practice has preserved the book in its original form, was the very 

unique feature of Muslim Education. At elementary level students only memorize Quran with its 

proper pronunciation.  Higher education was also the focus of Muslim period and at higher education 

level subjects like history, philosophy, grammar and law were taught. The medium of instruction was 

Arabic and Persian. Islam is the religion for all mankind and has relevance for both spiritual and 

practical life is the central philosophy of Muslim education. Overall, education was more religious in 

nature during Muslim period in India. 

Salient Features of Muslim Education 

 During Muslim period education was imparted at religious places.  

 Education was free and discipline was rigorous.  

 The relationship between the teacher and the taught was close and cordial.  

 Students respected their teachers and the teachers also constantly starved for their 

improvement.  
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 Muslim showed enormous significance to education as they considered education as the 

paramount gift.  

 Education is considered as better than the possession of economy.  

 During the Muslim period, it was believed that it is better to educate one’s child than to give 

gold in charity.  

 It is blessing to receive education and imparting it was a noblest deed according to Muslims.  

 Knowledge was considered to be the best friend of human. 

 Knowledge should be acquired from cradle to grave. 

 

Principles of Muslim Education 

 

 Education was encouraged by the rulers as they established a number of elementary and higher 

educational institutions mostly adjacent to the place where Muslims worship and offer prayers. 

 Muslim education laid great emphasis on 3R’s viz., reading, writing and arithmetic.  

  Education in the elementary institutions was purely oral where children learnt things by 

memorization without understanding.  

 The discipline was very rigorous and strict even corporal punishment was prevalent. Generally 

the students were self-disciplined and teacher-taught relationship was cordial and close. 

 Tests were held periodically and examinations were both oral and written.  

 There was no separate provision made for women education. However, girls were allowed to 

go maktabs for receiving primary education but they were not allowed to go Madrasa for higher 

education. 

 The students, who acquired special knowledge Quran, Hadith and Fiqh, were given the degree 

of “Alim” while as students completing the education of logic were conferred the degree of 

“Fazil”. 

 During Muslim period Arabic and Persian languages were used as the medium of instruction. 
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Aims of Muslim Education 

 

 The chief aim of Muslim education was the propagation and spread of Islam in India.  

 

 Prophet Mohammad (SAW) himself taught the people the right ways of life, the right thoughts 

and deeds and prevention of wrong. Spread of Knowledge is necessary for all men and women 

according to Islamic religion and the same rays reflected during medieval education. Thus the 

fundamental aim of Islamic education was to spread the light of knowledge among all the 

human beings. 

 Medieval education was the foundation for the development of Islamic social morals which 

were based on Islamic doctrines, social traditions and political principles.  

 

 Propagation of Shariyat was another important aim of Muslim education. Shariyat means a 

code of Islamic laws and rules of conduct to be followed by those who had belief and faith on 

Islamic religion and its principles.  

 

 Character building was also the main focus of Muslim education. 

 

 Muslim education honored people, pupils and scholars by providing them all sorts of 

privileges, high posts, medals for the meritorious students, honorable rank and grants to 

educational institutions to retain interest among students.  

 

 The Muslim rulers had a great hand in the management of education; therefore.  Muslim 

education strengthens and develops a good administration.  

 Muslim educational system worked for the preservation and transmission of culture. Study of 

authentic works was compulsory. 

 

Stages of Muslim Education 

In the Muslim period education was mainly divided into two stages. These are:- 

 

 Maktabs (Elementary Education) 

 Madrasas (Higher Education) 
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Maktabs (Elementary Education) 
 

 Maktabs were like primary schools meant for children.  

 They were situated adjacent to the mosques organized on the pattern of the indigenous system 

of education.  

 Children attended these Maktabs schools in the beginning of their life and crammed the verses 

of the holy Quran.  

 The Molvi of the mosque executed the work of the teacher. 

 Single teacher system was in vogue and the monitor system was prevalent.  

 Education was free of cost.  

 Education helped to instill faith in religion and inculcate religious feelings among the children. 

 The teaching method was oral.  

 The pupils were given religious education and they were made to study Holy book i.e. the 

Quran.  

 Writing and Arithmetic were also taught in some Maktabs.  

 Emphasis was laid on good writing and Takhti (slate) was used. 

 

Madrasas (Higher Education) 
 

 Higher education in Muslim period was imparted through the institution called Madrasas.  

These Madrasas worked as the international centers of learning. 

 Students from other Muslim countries were attracted to these centers.  

 The chief aim of establishing these centers was the preservation and spread of religion and 

culture.  

 Monarchs helped them financially by providing funds from time to time for their maintenance 

and development.  

 The administration of these higher educational institutions was in the hands of the private 

people and wealthy donors.  

 Duration of course was 10-12 years approximately.  

 The medium of instruction was purely Arabic and Persian. 
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 Higher education was encouraged by providing honorable places in the state after the 

completion of education in Madrasas. 

 The teaching method was oral but discussion was also encouraged.  

 Lecture method demanded consultation of books for reference.  

 At the initial stage reading and writing was done separately to ensure getting mastery over the 

lesson.  

 There was inductive and analytical method which was adopted to teach philosophy, religion 

and logic.  

 

    Conclusion 

 . Education during Muslim period was conducted at religious places, which were commonly attached 

to Masjids. Education was provided free and precise. Medieval education was the foundation for the 

development of Islamic social morals which were based on Islamic doctrines, social traditions and 

political principles.  Higher education in Muslim period was imparted through the institution called 

Madrasas. These Madrasas worked as the international centers of learning. Students from other 

Muslim countries were attracted to these centers.  Overall, Muslim education was more religious in 

nature like Vedic education. 

 

 

Check Your Progress  

1. What were the methods of teaching during Muslim period? 

2. Describe the main aims of education during Muslim period? 

3. What was the medium of instruction prevalent during Muslim period? 
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a. Suggested Online Resources 

 

                   www. epgp.inflibnet.ac.in 

      https://swayam.gov.in/ 

     http://cec.nic.in/E-Content/ 

   http://emmrc.uok.edu.in/Main/ViewPage.aspx?Page=emrc_learning_corner 

 

 

 

 Suggested Readings 

Aggarwal, J. C. (2018). Development of education system in India. New Delhi: Shipra Publications. 

Jayapalan, N. (2005). History of education in India. New Delhi: Atlantic Publishers. 

Rather, A. R. (2004). Development of education system in India. New Delhi: Discovery Publishing 

House. 

Sharma, R. N. (2008). Development of education system in India. New Delhi: Excellent Books. 
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