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LESSON NO: 11  EDUCATION AND DEMOCRACY 

Lesson Structure 

11.1 Introduction 

11.2 Objectives  

11.3 Meaning of Democracy 

11.4 Principles of Democracy 

11.5 Education and Democracy 

11.6 Main Features of Democratic Education 

11.7 Democracy and Aims of Education 

11.8 Impact of Democracy on Various Aspects of Education 

11.9  Let Us Sum Up 

11.10  Check Your Progress 

11.11  Suggested Readings 

11.1  Introduction 

Democracy originated more than 2,400 years ago in ancient Greece. The word 

“democracy” means “rule by the people.” While this definition tells us that the citizens of 

a democracy govern their nation, it omits essential parts of the idea of democracy as 

practiced in countries around the world. The principal purposes for which the People 

establish democratic government are the protection and promotion of their rights, 

interests, and welfare. Democracy requires that each individual be free to participate in 
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the political community’s self-government. Thus political freedom lies at the heart of the 

concept of democracy. The overall concept of modern democracy has three principal 

parts: “democracy,” “constitutionalism,” and “liberalism.” Each must exist in a political 

system for it to be a genuine democracy. Education is a universal human right. It also is a 

means of achieving other human rights and it is an empowering social and economic tool. 

Through the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the world's nations have agreed that 

everyone has the right to education. Every society transmits its habits of mind, social 

norms, culture, and ideals from one generation to the next. There is a direct connection 

between education and democratic values: in democratic societies, educational content 

and practice support habits of democratic governance. This educational transmission 

process is vital in a democracy because effective democracies are dynamic, evolving 

forms of government that demand independent thinking by the citizenry. The opportunity 

for positive social and political change rests in citizens' hands. Governments should not 

view the education system as a means to control information and to indoctrinate students.

 Governments should value and devote resources to education just as they strive to 

defend their citizens. Literacy enables people to stay informed through newspapers and 

books. Informed citizens are in a better position to improve their democracy. Education 

systems in democracies do not preclude study of other political doctrines or systems of 

government. Democracies encourage students to develop reasonable arguments based on 

careful research and a clear understanding of history. 

11.2  Objectives 

After going through this lesson you will be able to: 

 State the meaning and principles of Democracy;  

 Discuss the role of education in a Democratic state; 

 State the main features of democratic education; and 

 Discuss the Impact of Democracy on Various Aspects of Education. 
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11.3   Meaning of Democracy 

Democracy has been derived from the two Greek words i.e. “demos” and “Krait”. 

Demos’ means the ‘people’ and Krait’ means the ‘power’. So democracy means power of 

people. Democracy is that form of government in which people posses the right to share 

in the exercise of the sovereign power. It is the people’s government in which the person 

selected by the people runs the affairs of the state. According to Lincoln, democracy is 

the government of the people, for the people and by the people.  

Democracy may be a word familiar to most, but it is a concept still misunderstood 

and misused at a time when dictators, single-party regimes, and military coup leaders 

alike assert popular support by claiming the mantle of democracy. Yet the power of the 

democratic idea has prevailed through a long and turbulent history, and democratic 

government, despite continuing challenges, continues to evolve and flourish throughout 

the world. Democracy, which derives from the Greek word demos, or people, is defined, 

basically, as government in which the supreme power is vested in the people. In some 

forms, democracy can be exercised directly by the people; in large societies, it is by the 

people through their elected agents. Or, in the memorable phrase of President Abraham 

Lincoln, democracy is government of the people, by the people, and for the people. 

Freedom and democracy are often used interchangeably, but the two are not synonymous. 

Democracy is indeed a set of ideas and principles about freedom, but it also consists of 

practices and procedures that have been moulded through a long, often tortuous history. 

Democracy is the institutionalization of freedom. In the end, people living in a democratic 

society must serve as the ultimate guardians of their own freedom and must forge their 

own path toward the ideals set forth in the preamble to the United Nations Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights: Recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and 

inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, 

justice, and peace in the world. 

Democracy is more than just a set of specific government institutions; it rests 

upon a well - understood group of values, attitudes, and practices - all of which may take 
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different forms and expressions among cultures and societies around the world. 

Democracies rest upon fundamental principles, not uniform practices. Democracy is a 

government in which power and civic responsibility are exercised by all adult citizens, 

directly, or through their freely elected representatives. Democracy rests upon the 

principles of majority rule and individual rights. Democracies guard against all-powerful 

central governments and decentralize government to regional and local levels, 

understanding that all levels of government must be as accessible and responsive to the 

people as possible. Democracies understand that one of their prime functions is to protect 

such basic human rights as freedom of speech and religion; the right to equal protection 

under law; and the opportunity to organize and participate fully in the political, economic, 

and cultural life of society. Democracies conduct regular free and fair elections open to 

citizens of voting age. Citizens in a democracy have not only rights, but also the 

responsibility to participate in the political system that, in turn, protects their rights and 

freedoms. Democratic societies are committed to the values of tolerance, cooperation, and 

compromise. In the words of Mahatma Gandhi, Intolerance is itself a form of violence 

and an obstacle to the growth of a true democratic spirit. 

11.4  Principles of Democracy 

People from around the world have identified the basic principles, which must 

exist in order to have a democratic government. These principles often become a part of 

the constitution or bill of rights in a democratic society. Though no two democratic 

countries are exactly alike, people in democracies support many of the same basic 

principles and desire the same benefits from their government. The following are the 

basic principles of democracy: 

1. Citizen Participation: One of the most basic principles of a democracy is citizen 

participation in government. Participation is the key role of citizens in democracy. 

It is not only their right, but it is their duty. Citizen participation may take many 

forms including standing for election, voting in elections, becoming informed, 

debating issues, attending community or civic meetings, being members of private 
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voluntary organizations, paying taxes, and even protesting. Participation builds a 

better democracy. 

2. Equality: Democratic societies emphasize the principle that all people are equal. 

Equality means that all individuals are valued equally, have equal opportunities, 

and may not be discriminated against because of their race, religion, ethnic group, 

gender or sexual orientation. In a democracy, individuals and groups still maintain 

their right to have different cultures, personalities, languages and beliefs. 

3. Political Tolerance: Democratic societies are politically tolerant. This means that 

while the majority of the people rule in a democracy, the rights of the minority 

must be protected. People who are not in power must be allowed to organize and 

speak out. Minorities are sometimes referred to as the opposition because they 

may have ideas which are different from the majority. Individual citizens must 

also learn to be tolerant of each other. A democratic society is often composed of 

people from different cultures, racial, religious and ethnic groups who have 

viewpoints different from the majority of the population. A democratic society is 

enriched by diversity. If the majority deny rights to and destroy their opposition, 

then they also destroy democracy. One goal of democracy is to make the best 

possible decision for the society. To achieve this, respect for all people and their 

points of view is needed. Decisions are more likely to be accepted, even by those 

who oppose them, if all citizens have been allowed to discuss debate and question 

them. 

4. Accountability: In a democracy, elected and appointed officials have to be 

accountable to the people. They are responsible for their actions. Officials must 

make decisions and perform their duties according to the will and wishes of the 

people, not for themselves. 

5. Transparency: For government to be accountable the people must be aware of 

what is happening in the country. This is referred to as transparency in 

government. A transparent government holds public meetings and allows citizens 
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to attend. In a democracy, the press and the people are able to get information 

about what decisions are being made, by whom and why. 

6. Regular, Free and Fair Elections: One way citizens of the country express their 

will is by electing officials to represent them in government. Democracy insists 

that these elected officials are chosen and peacefully removed from office in a free 

and fair manner. Intimidation, corruption and threats to citizens during or before 

an election are against the principles of democracy. In a democracy, elections are 

held regularly every so many years. Participation in elections should not be based 

on a citizen's wealth. For free and fair elections to occur, most adult citizens 

should have the right to stand for government office. Additionally, obstacles 

should not exist which make it difficult for people to vote. 

7. Economic Freedom: People in a democracy must have some form of economic 

freedom. This means that the government allows some private ownership of 

property and businesses, and that the people are allowed to choose their own work 

and labour unions. The role the government should play in the economy is open to 

debate, but it is generally accepted that free markets should exist in a democracy 

and the state should not totally control the economy. Some argue that the state 

should play a stronger role in countries where great inequality of wealth exists due 

to past discrimination or other unfair practices. 

8. Control of the Abuse of Power: Democratic societies try to prevent any elected 

official or group of people from misusing or abusing their power. One of the most 

common abuses of power is corruption. Corruption occurs when government 

officials use public funds for their own benefit or exercise power in an illegal 

manner. Various methods have been used in different countries to protect against 

these abuses. Frequently the government is structured to limit the powers of the 

branches of government: to have independent courts and agencies with power to 

act against any illegal action by an elected official or branch of government; to 

allow for citizen participation and elections; and to check for police abuse of 

power. 
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9. Bill of Rights: Many democratic countries also choose to have a bill of rights to 

protect people against abuse of power. A bill of rights is a list of rights and 

freedoms guaranteed to all people in the country. When a bill of rights becomes 

part of a country's constitution, the courts have the power to enforce these rights. 

A bill of rights limits the power of government and may also impose duties on 

individuals and organizations. 

10. Accepting the Results of Elections: In democratic elections, there are winners 

and losers. Often the losers in an election believe so strongly that their party or 

candidate is the best one that they refuse to accept the results of the election. This 

is against democratic principles. The consequences of not accepting the result of 

an election may be a government that is ineffective and cannot make decisions. It 

may even result in violence which is also against democracy. 

11. Human Rights: All democracies strive to respect and protect the human rights of 

citizens. Human rights mean those values that reflect respect for human life and 

human dignity. Democracy emphasizes the value of every human being. Examples 

of human rights include freedom of expression, freedom of association, freedom 

of assembly, the right to equality and the right to education. 

12. Multi-Party System: In order to have a multi-party system, more than one 

political party must participate in elections and play a role in government. A 

multi-party system allows for opposition to the party, which wins the election. 

This helps provide the government with different viewpoints on issues. 

Additionally, a multiparty system provides voters with a choice of candidates, 

parties and policies to vote for. Historically, when a country only has one party, 

the result has been a dictatorship. 

13. The Rule of Law: In a democracy no one is above the law, not even a king or an 

elected President. This is called the rule of law. It means that everyone must obey 

the law and be held accountable if they violate it. Democracy also insists that the 

law be equally, fairly and consistently enforced. This is sometimes referred to as 

"due process of law." 
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11.5  Education and Democracy 

Education is a vital component of any society, but especially of a democracy. As 

Thomas Jefferson wrote: If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of 

civilization, it expects what never was and never shall be. There is a direct connection 

between education and democratic values: in democratic societies, educational content 

and practice support habits of democratic governance. This educational transmission 

process is vital in a democracy because effective democracies are dynamic, evolving 

forms of government that demand independent thinking by the citizenry. The opportunity 

for positive social and political change rests in citizen’s hands. Governments should not 

view the education system as a means to indoctrinate students, but devote resources to 

education just as they strive to defend other basic needs of citizens. In contrast to 

authoritarian societies that seek to inculcate an attitude of passive acceptance, the object 

of democratic education is to produce citizens who are independent, questioning, yet 

deeply familiar with the precepts and practices of democracy. Chester E. Finn Jr., a senior 

fellow at the Hoover Institution on education policy, has said: People may be born with 

an appetite for personal freedom, but they are not born with knowledge about the social 

and political arrangements that make freedom possible over time for themselves and their 

children. Such things must be acquired. They must be learned. Learning about democracy 

begins in school; it continues throughout a life of civic involvement, and curiosity about 

the many kinds of information accessible in a free society. 

11.6 Main Features of Democratic Education     

 Universal and compulsory education        

  Free education          

  Child centered education         

  Community centered education        

  Provision of adult education         

  Students self govt.          
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  Cultural basis of education         

  Education for leisure national integration and international understanding.  

 Education for worthy citizenship. 

11.7  Democracy and Aims of Education 

1      Development of Democratic values: The success of Democracy does not depend up 

on legislative buildings and massive structures of Parliament houses, but it rests up on the 

quality of the citizens devoted to Democratic values. As such, the prime Aim of 

Democratic Education is to promote in children a sense of devotion to Democratic values. 

No book teaching can achieve this aim unless children are provided with opportunities to 

practice Democratic norms and standards of behavior. In fact, a child learns to live 

democratically by living democratically. Hence, the whole educational set up of a school 

should reflect the values of democratic philosophy. 

2.     Development of worthy interests: Interest form character and enrich a child’s life. To 

achieve this aim, children should be provided with various and varied opportunities to 

participate in diverse activities and programmes in all field of human life. If large number 

of worthy interests are developed in children, they will be happy, well-balanced and 

efficient as citizens. 

3.     Development of vocational efficiency: For the success of a democratic set up, 

economic contentment of citizens is a must .An indigent and poor person can be a victim 

of all kinds of allurements, inducements and exploitation by the resourceful and the 

powerful. Hence, the third aim of democratic education is to develop vocational 

efficiency in children, so that they are able to become self –reliant and serve the nation as 

much as possible. 

4.    Development of sound habits: The fourth aim of democratic education is to develop 

sound habits in children. Habits are the sources of good or bad conduct. Hence, education 

should develop good habits in children from the very beginning to make democracy a 

successful venture. 
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5.     Development of thinking power: The fifth aim of democratic education is to develop 

thinking power of children. In fact, children of today are citizens of tomorrow when they 

will be confronted with all types of problems in political, social and economic fields. 

Education should develop in children the capacity to think clearly and take decisions 

confidently. 

6     Development of social outlook: This aim emphasizes upon the fact that children 

should be imbued with the sense that they are the integral parts of society, the welfare of 

which should be their ideal. Not only this, they should learn to live and die for the nation. 

Education should develop this sense of service and sacrifice making them learns 

sacredness of obligations and duties for the welfare of the nation to which they belong. 

7     Development of harmonious personality: In the modern world of strife, stress and 

strain, a balanced and harmonious personality can only seek and find adjustment with the 

surroundings. Hence, education should develop character, dynamism and social outlook 

for this purpose. 

8     Development of leadership: Education should instill in children the leadership 

qualities from the very beginning .They are the future citizens who will have to shoulder 

the multifarious duties and responsibilities of their in all areas. Their character, strength 

of will, insight, courage of convictions, clarity of thinking and decision-making will be 

the foundations on which the national edifice will go up and up. 

9 .    Development of national and international feelings: For the success of democracy, 

the ninth aim of education is to develop in children the sense of ardent nationalism and 

devotion to international brotherhood. It may be noted that the two are not contradictory. 

On the other hand, they are mutually complementary and supplementary. In fact a nation 

cannot exist in isolation. All the nations of the world are mutually interdependent. Hence, 

education should foster the sense of interdependence, international goodwill and fellow -

feeling. Then only, the concept of world peace and prosperity will be reality. 

10.  Training for Citizenship: Democratic education should impart to children training in 

dynamic and healthy citizenship. For this , education should instill in children- 

(1)     Capacity to distinguish between propaganda and reality of the country 
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(2)    Capacity to think and decide about issues 

(3)    Economic efficiency 

(4)    Consciousness of one’s rights and duties 

(5)    Capacity to shoulder responsibility 

(6)    Development of diverse interests 

(7)    Sense of service and sacrifice 

(8)    Good use of leisure hour 

(9)    Development of human qualities as love, sympathy, fellow feeling, co-operation, 

sense of nationalism and internationalism 

(10) Healthy and dynamic outlook about problems, good behavior and respect for moral 

values. 

11.7  Impact of Democracy on Various Aspects of Education  

1 Democracy and curriculum: - To achieve the democratic curriculum. The 

curriculum at all stages of education should be broad based. It should include all the 

activities that the child has to do from morning to evening. It should not be rigid. It 

should fulfill the needs of community. 

2 Democracy and methods of teaching: - The methods of teaching should be in line 

with the demands of democratic living. Those methods should be used which allow 

the participation of all the students in class room teaching and learning. Montessori 

method, project method, Dalton method, Discussion method which are based on 

democratic trends.      

3 Democracy and discipline: - Democracy believes in self discipline. So in our 

schools we should inculcate in the students the spirit of self discipline. There is no 

need of external control. It is based on love, sympathy and cooperation.   

4 Democracy and school administration: - The school administration should be 

flexible. Teacher should be given the share in the policy making of the school. They 

should be given freedom in preparing curriculum and selecting the methods of 
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teaching. There should be caudal relations between the students and teachers and 

administration in the school there should be cooperative atmosphere.     

5 Democracy and teacher: - In the democratic system the teacher’s role is that of a 

friend, guide, and supervisor. He is not to be a dictator. He should have a full 

knowledge of the child. He should cooperate with the child and try to solve his 

problems. The teacher should be a firm believer in democracy. He should have a 

democratic attitude.          

6 Democracy and aim of education: - The most important aim of education is the 

development of democratic citizen ship to achieve it. We have to develop clear 

thinking in the child. So that he is in a position to know what is true and what false 

hood is, what is fact and what is propaganda and what is good and what is bad. He 

must know art of living with the community. We have to develop a sense of 

patriotism in them. We have to make him broad minded. Our education must train 

persons who will be able to assume the responsibility of leadership in various walls 

of life.           

7 Socialism and Education: - Socialistic society is that pattern of society where the 

principle means of production are under central or social ownership. There is equal 

distribution of national wealth. India has opted for a socialistic state. 

11.8  Let Us Sum Up 

In this lesson, we have traced the historical development of the concept of 

democracy. Then the various types of democracy and the characteristic features of 

democracy have been dealt with. Principles like liberty, equality, fraternity, justice, 

sharing responsibility, co-operation, dignity of the individual etc. and their implications in 

education are discussed. Also, fundamentals of education for democracy have been 

discussed. Qualitative and quantitative democratization of education has been elucidated 

with special reference to the Indian context. 
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11.9  Check Your Progress 

1. Discuss in detail the historical development of democracy? 

2. Explain briefly the meaning and principles of democracy? 

3.  Give a detailed account of the various features of democratic education: 

4. Discuss in detail the Impact of Democracy on Various Aspects of Education. 

11.10  Suggested Reading  

1. Brubacher, John S. (1962). Modern Philosophies of Education. Tokyo: McGraw-

Hill   Book Company, Inc. 

2. Butler, J. Donald (1968). Four philosophies and their practice in education and 

religion. New York & London: Harper and Row. 

3. Dupuis, A. M. (1972). Philosophy of Education in historical perspective. New 

Delhi: Thomson Press (India) Ltd. 

4. Robert, R (2007) Philosophical Bases of Education New Delhi. Surjeet Publications 

5. Khan, M.S. (1990) Education, Religion and Modern  Age. New Delhi: Asia Publishing 

House. 
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LESSON NO: 12  EDUCATION AND SOCIALISM 

Lesson Structure 

12.1   Introduction 

12.2   Objectives  

12.3 Meaning of Socialism  

12.4 Greatest Socialist Leaders in Indian History 

12.5 Main Features of Socialism 

12.6 Indian Concept of Socialism 

12.7 Socialism and Education 

12.8 Socialism and Aims of Education 

12.9 Socialism and Curriculum and Methods of Teaching 

12.10  Role of Education in Achieving the Goals of Socialism 

12.11  Let Us Sum Up 

12.12  Check Your Progress 

12.13  Suggested Readings 

12.1  Introduction 

The word socialism was first used during the early years of the 19th  century but 

many philosophers and reformers in the past expressed their resentment against 

inequalities in society and proposed the concept of an egalitarian society. But no 
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pragmatic programs were put forwarded by them during this period. The French 

revolution of 1789 with its promise of equality provided a new impetus to socialist ideas. 

It was during the beginning of industrial revolution that the socialist ideas began to 

emerge as distinct and powerful concept. It was during the early decade of the 

19th century the powerful socialist ideas developed different parts of France. St. Simon, 

Charles Furrier, Robert Owen, Louis Blanc and others proposed their ideas of socialism 

and Marx and Engels put forwarded their theory of Socialism and communism during the 

latter half of the 19th century of the systems were Utopian which were not supported by 

powerful movement and strong theoretical background. But Marx and Engels attacked the 

Utopian ideas through their works and uphold the course of scientific socialism. Through 

the theory and class struggle and dialetic materialism, they believed that socialism is a 

historic necessity. They not only provided the theoretical back ground for socialism and 

communism but were actively involved in the formation of working class organization in 

the different part of Europe. Socialism is a political economical theory of social 

organization which advocates that the means of production, distribution and exchange 

should be owned or regulated by the community as a whole. In some respects it differs 

from communism. In fact the goal of the both is the same, i.e the establishment of 

classless society, but there is a difference in them regarding the means of realizing the 

goal. Communism wants to establish a socialistic society through force or revolution. It 

does not accept the dialectism and materialism of communism. It believes in liberalism 

and idealism. 

                Like communism, socialism is also against capitalism. But instead of snatching 

the capital from the capitalists it wants to persuade them intelligently to give up the same 

in democratic manner in favour of the general people. It stands for a mixed economy. It 

wants that the means of production should be equitably distributed amongst all. It does 

not want that a major portion of the national income should go in the hands of a few. It 

wants that the state should control the big industries but at the same time private 

enterprises, too, should be allowed to exist. In the same way it does not want to abolish 

the rights of private property, but it wants to reorganize and delimit. 
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                The socialism believes in the power of ballets in place of bullets. It strives to 

win freedom for the workers through the majority vote in their favours. Socialism wants 

to establish a welfare state in order that each one may get equal opportunity for 

development. It stands for individual liberty. It does not want to impose any measure 

which may be hindrance in the individual freedom. In this respect it believes in 

democratic methods. It recognizes the importance of manual labour and wants to improve 

the conditions of labourers both in rural and urban areas. It does not stand for the rules of 

the working class, but wants the government elected through the popular votes. 

12.2  Objectives 

After going through this lesson you will be able to: 

 State the meaning and principles of Socialism;  

 State the role of greatest leaders regarding socialism in India; 

 Discuss the role of education in achieving the goals of socialism; 

 State the main features of socialist education; and 

12.3  Meaning of Socialism 

Socialism refers to a broad array of doctrines or political movements that envisage 

a socio-economic system in which the ownership of industry and the distribution of 

wealth are determined by the state or by agents of the state or the collective. In its most 

general sense, socialism seeks the co-prosperity and common cause of all people, which 

could be accomplished without force in religious and utopian communities. But, in 

general practice, it refers to the use of state force to redistribute wealth. Socialism 

developed as a political ideology in the nineteenth century as a reaction to industrial 

injustice, labor exploitation, and unemployment in Europe. For Karl Marx, who helped 

establish and define the modern theory of socialism, societal problems were rooted in an 

economic system which relied on the private ownership of property, and led to wealth 

remaining in the hands of a few and at the cost of the laborers who were the source of 

wealth. Marx advocated a revolution of the working class which would lead to collective 

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Utopia
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Ideology
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Unemployment
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Karl_Marx
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ownership of the means of production (property and capital). This control, according to 

Marx's successors, may be either direct, exercised through popular collectives such as 

workers' councils, or it may be indirect, exercised on behalf of the people by the state. 

Currently, there is a diverse array of ideas that have been referred to as "socialist," 

from forms of "market socialism," which advocate achieving economic justice through 

taxation and redistribution through state welfare programs to the 

hardcore communists who advocate total state control of all property and the economy, to 

a unique Asian and unclear variant known as "socialism with Chinese characteristics." 

"Socialism" has often been used as a slogan by unscrupulous leaders seeking 

political power. They prey on the frustration and sense of injustice of low-paid or 

unemployed people. Both the National Socialism in Germany under Hitler and the Soviet-

style developed by Lenin and his successors became totalitarian states that denied 

personal freedom to citizens. These totalitarian political systems had no checks and 

balances on power, which human civilization has learned is necessary to control the 

human tendency to take more than what one produces. 

12.4  Greatest Socialist Leaders in Indian History 

India is a socialist republic according to the preamble of the Constitution of 

India. Socialist ideas played an important part in the freedom movement of India. 

The poorest and lowest classes had been servile to the landlords and kings long 

before the British came and they were encouraged by socialist ideas to hope for a 

better future. India has seen some great leaders who have been socialist in the truest 

meaning of the word by putting the welfare of the common people before everything 

else. Let’s take a look at 7 such leaders of the people. 

1. Subhash Chandra Bose: The reason why Subhash Chandra Bose is on the 

top of this list is because he was a truly selfless man who put his country and 

the people of his country before everything else. He is the idol of every patriot 

and his slogan of “You give me blood, I’ll give you freedom” struck at the 

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Communism
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Germany
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Adolf_Hitler
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Soviet_Union
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Vladimir_Lenin
http://topyaps.com/7-things-indians-dont-know-netaji-subhash-chandra-bose/
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heart of countless Indians and spurred them to fight for their freedom. 

Although he is mostly remembered for his armed struggle against the British 

rule, he was also a deeply spiritual man who was inspired by the fresh 

interpretation of the Vedic scriptures by Swami Vivekananda and was deeply 

socialist in his political ideology. 

2. B. R. Ambedkar: Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar is one of the biggest socialist 

leaders of Indian history. He did more to uplift the poor and untouchables than 

any other man in India. He was against the Hindu caste system and became a 

Buddhist. He was the main architect of the Constitution of India and he tried 

his best to bring about a social revolution and end social discrimination. 

Today you can see his statues in almost all villages and he’s considered as a 

messiah by the poor and low castes. Some Buddhists believe that he was a 

Bodhisattva although he never claimed this himself. 

3.  Jawaharlal Nehru: Jawaharlal Nehru became the first Prime Minister of 

India and was left with the difficult task of creating a united nation from the 

mess left behind by the British. He encouraged socialist policies during his 

terms at the office. Even before independence he brought socialist ideas to the 

Indian National Congress and made sure that the preamble of the Constitution 

of India called India a socialist state. He formed the planning commission of 

India and led to many socialist reforms in the early years of this nation. 

4. Lal Bahadur Shastri: Lal Bahadur Shastri was an ardent follower of Mahatma 

Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. He was a socialist and came up with the slogan 

of “Jai Jawan Jai Kisan” during his term as the second Prime Minister of 

India. He started the white revolution, encouraging an increase in production 

of milk and also promoted the green revolution. 

5. Jayaprakash Narayan: Jayaprakash Narayan was known as Lok 

Nayak or The People’s Hero. He got introduced to socialism while studying in 

America where he had to work several jobs to support his education and he 

saw what the working class faced on a daily basis. He was convinced that 
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Socialist Marxism was the only way to alleviate the suffering of the masses. 

He came into prominence for opposing Indira Gandhi’s almost dictatorial rule 

and called for Sampoorna Kranti or Total Revolution. 

6. Vinoba Bhave: Vinoba Bhave was a spiritual leader and a freedom fighter 

who advocated non violence and socialist ideas of basic human rights. He is 

best known for the Bhoodan Movement, which encouraged landlords to 

willingly give away a percentage of their land to the poor farmers. It was a 

voluntary land reform movement that upheld the highest socialist ideals. He 

was one of the biggest proponents of socialism in India. 

7. E.M.S Namboodiripad: Elamkulam Manakkal Sankaran Namboodiripad was 

the first Chief Minister of Kerala, the first non INC Chief Minister in 

India and the leader of the first democratically elected communist government 

in India. He led to land and education reforms in Kerala and turned the 

Communist Party of India (Marxist) into a major political force. His reforms 

transformed Kerala and even today it continues to be the state with the highest 

literacy rate in the country. 

12.5  Main Features of Socialism 

 

1. Socialism aims at establishing a classless society 

2. Socialism aims at social justice, equality and the complete supremacy of the state 

3. Socialism aims at abolishing the capitalist system 

4. It aims at the active participation of the individual in the productive process of the 
society 

5. It has little faith in the religious ideas and faith 

6. Socialism ignores spiritual values 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhoodan_movement
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12.6  Indian Concept of Socialism 

 Gandhiji, Jawaharlal Nehru, Jaiprakash Narayan, are the greatest supporters of 

socialism. Gandhiji saw socialism as a way of life. He called it “sarvodaya samaj” in 

which the greatest goal of all is the end. The main features of Indian Socialism are as 

under: 

1.       It is based on equality between man and man 

2.       Economic system must be based on human outlook 

3.       Socialism does not sacrifice man for man 

4.       It believes in building a classless and castles society 

5.       It stresses equality, freedom and social justice 

6.       It believes in mixed economy, ie public ownership as well as private ownership 

7.       It aims at providing special facilities to the weaker section of society 

8.       It believes in free expression of values 

9.       It is based on democratic ideas 

10.   It believes in “non-violence” means to achieve its goals 

11.   It stresses in decentralization in administration and planning 

12.7   Socialism and Education     

Socialistic society is that pattern of society where the principle means of 

production are under social central or social ownership. There is equal distribution of 

national wealth. India has opted for a socialistic state. India has done money things to 

fulfill the dreams of socialism. The following are some of the things:  

1 We have mentioned the word “socialistic” in our constitution.    

2 We have done away with the zamindari system.     

3 We have nationalized major banks.  

4 We have stopped giving special privileges to kings and princes.   
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5 We have deleted ‘right’ to property from the list of fundamental rights.

 The following are the features of socialistic state: -      

1 There is equality of opportunity. 

2 There is atmosphere of peace and non-violence. 

3 There is no unemployment. 

The means of production are under the state control. 

 Free education          

  Child centered education         

  Community centered education        

  Provision of adult education         

  Students self govt.          

  Cultural basis of education         

  Education for leisure national integration and international understanding.  

 Education for worthy citizenship. 

12.8   Socialism and Aims of Education 

1. Development of democratic out look 

2. Development of socialist values 

3. Development of secular values 

4. Providing equality of opportunity to all for their all round development 

and welfare 

5. Rapid expansion of educational facilities to all areas 

6. Developing values like ‘dharma’, dignity of labour, non violence, 

unselfishness and selfless service etc. 
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12.9    Socialism and Curriculum and Methods of Teaching 

1. Topics like democracy, duties of citizens, equality, freedom, rights, secularism, 

socialism, social reform movements, non-violence etc. should be taught 

2. Group activities like debates, discussion, social service camps, social surveys, 

shramadhan etc. to be organized 

3. Inclusion of socially useful productive work as an essential component of the 

social curriculum to be the key note of the curriculum 

4. Emphasize should be laid on polytechnic education vocational and professional 

courses 

5. Introduction of information technology. Its effective use would enable students to 

do well in the age of modernization 

6. Emphasize should be given to group methods like teaching, seminars, projects etc. 

7. Self discovery method should be encouraged. 

8. Special facilities for girls 

9. Transport facilities 

10. Special stress on the education of the backward areas, hill areas, slum areas 

etc 

11. Running of government schools and local schools 

12. Common and neighborhood school system at various places 

12.10   Role of Education in Achieving the Goals of Socialism 

1. Linking Education to Productivity:- Education should be linked to productivity. 

Education should teach the individual how to increase productivity by making 

uses of new technology. Basic knowledge about science should be given to all 

children, work experiences should be introduced in all the schools so that children 

understand the significance of manner labour.     
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2. Linking education to social and national integration: - Socialism cannot be 

promoted in a country which is divided on a number of factors like caste religion, 

regional language etc. These tendencies are present in India. Therefore education 

has to fight those tendencies. For this purpose we should open common school 

system as suggested by Kothari Commission. This type of school will create a 

feeling of brotherhood among the children. NSS Programs should be introduced in 

all educational institutions. There should be common curriculum in all the schools 

throughout the country. These things will create social and national integration. It  

will make education accessible to all.   

3. Tuition free education: - Education should be made tuition free. No fees should 

be charged from students.        

4. Free textbooks and scholarships: - Those students who are poor should be given 

free text books. They shall also be given scholarships so that they do not leave 

education because of poverty.      

5. Providing transport facilities: - Free transport facilities should be given to those 

children who have to walk more than half a kilometer for the school.  

6. Education for scheduled castes and scheduled tribes: - Scheduled caste and 

scheduled tribe form a great position of over population. They have no motivation 

to study special efforts should be made to enroll them in schools.  

7. Free admission policy: - There should be free admission policy. Nobody should be 

debarred from admission in a school.  

12.11  Let Us Sum Up 

In this lesson, an attempt has been made to highlight the meaning and principles 

of socialism. Then the various characteristic features of socialism have been dealt with. 

Also, fundamentals of education for socialism have been discussed. An attempt has also 

been made to highlight the role of education in achieving the goals of socialism. 
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12.12  Check Your Progress 

1. Discuss in detail the historical development of socialism in India? 

2. Explain briefly the meaning and principles of socialism? 

3.  Discuss the role of education in achieving the goals of socialism in India: 

12.13  Suggested Reading  

1. Brubacher, John S. (1962). Modern Philosophies of Education. Tokyo: McGraw-

Hill   Book Company, Inc. 

2. Butler, J. Donald (1968). Four philosophies and their practice in education and 

religion. New York & London: Harper and Row. 

3. Dupuis, A. M. (1972). Philosophy of Education in historical perspective. New 

Delhi: Thomson Press (India) Ltd. 

4. Robert, R (2007) Philosophical Bases of Education New Delhi. Surjeet Publications 

5. Khan, M.S. (1990) Education, Religion and Modern  Age. New Delhi: Asia Publishing 

House. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
220 

B.Ed - 15101 

 

LESSON NO: 13  EDUCATION AND NATIONAL 

INTEGRATION 

Lesson Structure 

13.1  Introduction 

13.2  Objectives  

13.3   Meaning of National Integration 

13.4   Definitions of National Integration and Its Relationship with 

Education  

13.5   Challenges/Weakening Factors of National Integration  

13.6   Need and Importance of National Integration  

13.7   Role of Education in Developing National Integration Values  

13.8   Factors Promoting National Integration  

13.9    Role of the Teachers in Promoting National Integration  

13.10  Let Us Sum Up 

13.11  Check Your Progress 

13.12  Suggested Readings 
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13.1  Introduction 

India is a vast country with much diversity. Its boundaries extend from the 

Himalayas to the low depths of the Indian Ocean. It touches the countries like China, 

Russia, Pakistan, Tibet and Burma. The people of this country have diverse customs and 

traditions. They speak different languages which have their own beauty, style and 

heritage. They believe in different religious faiths and ideas. The records of history prove 

that India has never one language spoken throughout the country or one religion followed 

by all. Never before, the entire territory of geographical India was ruled from one centre. 

Thus, India presents a remarkable variety of people who differ from one another in every 

respect. Jawaharlal Nehru observed that national integration would weld Indian people 

into one and make India in to ‘one strong national unit, maintaining at the same time all 

our wonderful diversity’. 

13.2  Objectives 

After going through this lesson you will be able to: 

 State the meaning and principles of Socialism;  

 State the role of greatest leaders regarding socialism in India; 

 Discuss the role of education in achieving the goals of socialism; 

 State the main features of socialist education; and 

13.3  Meaning of National Integration 

Before we begin a discussion on national integration, it will be better to 

understand its meaning. This term has two words: nation and integration. What do we 

mean by the term nation? A nation is a country with a unified socio-economic and 

political structure. It denotes a body of people who have a feeling of oneness, built on the 

basis of common history, society, culture and values. This feeling of oneness binds the 

people together in to a nation. In general terms it is this feeling which is known as 
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national integration. National integration is the awareness of a common identity amongst 

the citizens of a country. It means that though the individuals belong to different 

communities, castes, religions, cultures and regions and speak different languages, all of 

them recognize the fact that they are one. This kind of integration is very important in the 

building of a strong and prosperous nation. The meaning of national integration touches 

almost all points of national life. It synthesizes the sentiments and values of different 

castes, linguistic, regional and religious communities emotionally into a compact whole. 

It checks narrow tendencies which are a great hindrance to national unity and national 

progress. National integration is the unity of heart and mind. In short, it is (i) a feeling of 

brotherhood in the minds of the citizens of a country. (ii) a feeling of cohesion. (iii) a 

feeling of harmony. (iv) a feeling of loyalty to the country. (v) a feeling of patriotism. (vi) 

a feeling of oneness. (vii) a feeling of solidarity. (viii) a feeling of tolerance, especially 

tolerance of others’ beliefs, etc. (ix) a feeling of unity of the country and (x) ‘We feeling’ 

and not ‘I feeling’.  

As we all know, India is a nation having great diversities. The people who inhabit 

this nation belong to different races, communities and castes. They reside in different 

geographical regions and speak different languages. They believe in and practice different 

religions and have varied life styles. But with all these diversities, they all are Indians and 

they feel like that. They may have many religious identities such as Hindus, Muslims, 

Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, or Zoroastrians. They may also be identified as 

Punjabis, Tamils, Malayalis, Bengalis, Manipuri, and so on, or South or North or North-

East Indians. But their national identity is supreme. 

National integration is essential for any nation with socio-cultural, religious, 

linguistic and geographical diversities. And for a country like ours, it is still more 

necessary. As we know, India is a very large country. We have the second largest 

population in the world. A unique feature of our country is that all the major religions of 

the world are practiced here such as Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, Sikhism, 

Jainism, and Zoroastrianism. There are more than one thousand languages that people of 

India speak. There are also great varieties in costume, food habits, and social customs. 
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Geographically, our land is diverse and there are amazing differences in climate. Despite 

all these differences India is one political entity. We have to co-exist with each other 

peacefully, respect the culture and religion of our fellow Indians. This is possible only 

when national integration is realized in true sense of the term. National integration is 

necessary also for the security and development of the nation. 

13.4 Definitions of National Integration and Its Relationship with 

Education  

 

 According to Dorothy Thomoson, ‘National Integration’ ‘is a feeling that binds 

the citizens of a country’. For Perston, National integration is ‘the job to inculcate 

knowledge of our county, pride in it, and respect for the best in our national 

environment, aspiration and traditions and a wish to improve our country’.  

 According to Dr. Radhakrishnan ‘National integration cannot be built by brick and 

mortar: it cannot be carved by chisel and hammer. It has to grow silently in the 

minds and hearts of men. The only process is the process of education’. 

 According to Kothari Commission (1964 – 66) ‘National integration is crucial to 

the creation of a strong united country which is an essential precondition for all 

progresses”. Kothari commission explained that national integration is a blend of 

sentiments resulting in love for the country. 

 In the words of Dorothy Simpson, “National integration means “creating a mental 

outlook which will promote and inspire every person to place loyalty to the 

country above group loyalties and the welfare of the country above narrow 

sectarian interests.”  

 According to Dr. Radhakrishnan, “National integration can’t be built by bricks 

and mortar, it can’t be built by chisel and hammer, it has to grow silently in the 

minds and hearts of men. The only process is the process of education”. 
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13.5 Challenges/Weakening Factors of National Integration  

There is no denying the fact that unity is a necessary condition for nationhood. 

India’s is a plural society suffering from feudal and colonial past. Besides geographical 

variation, there are several factors which weaken national integration. They are as 

follows.  

1. Regionalism: Indians are more attached to their regions or states than to country 

as a whole. They think in term of Punjab, Bengal or Tamil Nadu, etc. In this way 

regionalism weakens national integration.  

2. Linguism: There are many languages spoken in India. This is another factor 

weakening national integration. 

3. Religious differences: There are people of different religions living in India like 

Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christian etc. having their own specific characteristics. 

This is another factor hindering national integration.  

4. Casteism: There are not only religious and linguistic differences. But within 

religion, there are many castes which do not see eye to eye with each other. It is 

another danger to national unity.  

5. Cultural differences: There are cultural differences also which hamper unity and 

they need to be curtailed.  

6. Social distinctions: There are many distinctions of cast and creed in our society. 

Untouchability is still prevalent which is a stumbling block in national integration  

7. Economic disparities: There are vast economic disparities in business, trade, 

agriculture, industry, etc. There is a wide gap between the rich and the poor which 

is getting wider and wider year after year. Hence, in view of the above mentioned 

differences existing in the society, there is a great need to develop and strengthen 

national integration values. 
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13.6 Need and Importance of National Integration  

According to Indira Gandhi (1984) ‘The need for national integration does not 

arise merely from a moral purpose certainly. The moral purpose is evolving today. 

National integration is the very condition of our national survival: it is a practical 

necessity if we are to go forward without development plans and to progress in unity and 

strength. I am convinced that the forces of integration are strong, but they do need to be 

united and to be given some guidance’. 

‘The essential function of education is to develop different physical, mental, 

emotional, social, national and spiritual aspects of the personality of the pupils by laying 

stress on the development of healthy habits, traits, right - attitudes, values, skills and 

national integration among the pupils’. – Dr. Rawat Actually, National integration is a 

blend of sentiment resulting love for the country. For this emotional integration is basic 

necessity. National integration is a feeling that binds the people of country together. It 

means bringing about social, economical and cultural differences prevailing among 

people within a tolerable range. It is a cementing force that binds the citizens in a unity. 

This means, the development of mental climate that would help react in terms of oneness. 

National integration values have been emphasized at every stage of national development. 

National value has to be developed both inside and outside of educational institutions. 

Students should learn to love the nation, and this will pave the way to national integration 

and promoting national peace. 

13.7 Role of Education in Developing National Integration Values  

‘The educational system of a country is like a bank on which the nation draws a 

cheque whenever it requires. It goes bankrupt, as ours in nearly gone today, it is a 

national disaster. If the system is overhauled and lubricated, the next generation is assured 

of good leaders and what is an equally essential good follower’. – V. Rama Murthy  

The aim of education is to build human character and to make young generation 

so that they might assist in achieving the democratic values. Such education will unite all 

people together. Education for national integration implies that education inspires a sense 
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of love and devotion towards one’s country, in the hearts of young boys and girls since 

India is a country of different communities, religions, languages and cultural traditions. 

There is wide-spread-selfishness which puts the unity of the country at stake. It is against 

this background that the value of education for national integration becomes all the more 

important. 

Education is therefore, a great force and effect means of national integration. 

Teachers are the ‘Nation – builders’ and educational institutions at the fountain – heads of 

all that goes to make the foundations of a nation strong. The destiny of India is now being 

shaped in her classrooms. It is here that individual minds are being trained for individual 

harmony and national unity. The words of Dr. Radhakrihsnan explained the role of 

education in national integration as ‘If India is to remain free, united and democratic 

education we must educate people for unity and not localism, for democracy and not 

dictatorship’.  

The Emotional Integration Committee (1961) highlighted the role of education as 

‘Education can play a vital role in strengthening emotional integration. It is felt that 

education should not only aim at imparting knowledge but also should develop all aspect 

of a student’s personalities. It should broaden the outlook; foster a feeling of oneness and 

nationalism and a spirit of sacrifice and tolerance so that narrow group interests are 

submerged in the larger interests of the country’.  

The Education Commission (1964-1966) observed, ‘Education system must make 

its contribution to the development of habits, attitudes and qualities of character, which 

will enable the citizens to bear worthily the responsibilities of democratic citizenship and 

to counteract all those absorbent tendencies which hinder the emergence of a broad 

national and secular outlook’. 

Suggestions of Commissions and Committees for National Integration  

In order to achieve national integration the government of India, appointed so 

many commissions and committees. The suggestions given by a few such committees 

follow. 
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Mudialiar Commission (1952 – 53)  

There is no more dangerous maxim in the world of today than any country right or 

wrong. ‘The wide world is now so intimately interconnected that no nation, can or dare 

live alone and the development of a sense of world citizenship has become just as 

important as that of national citizenship’. The commission suggested following factors 

concerning modern society to serve as indicators of feeling disintegration which is serious 

for the existence or survival of mankind. 

(i) Lack of political leadership in the country.  

(ii) Lack of patriotism or taking patriotism in the narrow sense.  

(iii) Casteism as a factor for development hatred.  

(iv) Regionalism and language as a factor in the development of negative feelings.  

(v) Geographical factors, regional, cultural and social variations are the barriers of 

integration and  

(vi) Ignorance about factors that affect national development today.  

Emotional Integration Committee (1961)  

The Emotional Integration Committee (1961) constituted by the Ministry of 

Education, Government of India, under the chairmanship of Dr. Sampurnanand, made the 

following suggestions for strengthening emotional and national integration.  

i. Reorganization of curriculum.  

ii. Highlighting the achievements of different leaders belonging to all sections.  

iii. A core curriculum including the freedom movement.  

iv. Co-curricular activities. 

v. Teaching of social studies.  

vi. Text books.  

vii. Inclusion of minority language into the script.  

viii. Uniform for school children.  

ix. Singing of national anthem.  

x. Reverence for the national flag.  

xi. Celebration of national days.  
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xii. Special talks on the unity of the country.  

xiii. Removal of domicile restrictions in admission policy.  

xiv. Recognition of institutions that work for national unity.  

xv. Common school system to remove class distinctions.  

xvi. Community development programmes.  

xvii. Taking pledge by the students at least twice in a year.  

xviii. School improvement programmes.  

xix. School projects which improve pupils’ general knowledge of the country.  

xx. School curriculum related educational tour. 

Recommendations of the Education Commission (1964 – 1966)  

The following are the recommendations of the Education Commission (1964- 66): 

 Provision of quality education: A reasonable quality of good education should 

be made available to all irrespective of any consideration.   

 Common school system: A common school system should be established. 

  No public schools: Public schools should not be permitted as they breed 

inequality. 

 Three language formula: Three language formula should be followed.   

 Regional language as medium of instruction: The use of regional languages as 

media of education from the lowest to the highest stage was a matter of ‘profound 

importance for national integration’. 

Recommendations of the National Policy on Education (1986)   

The following are the recommendations of the National Policy on Education 

(1986)   

 Equality of Opportunity in Education: Equality of opportunity in education is 

very helpful in promoting national integration. The national policy of education 

1986 has observed, ‘The new policy will lay special emphasis on the removal of 

disparities and to equalize educational opportunity by attending to the specific 

needs of those who have been denied equality so far’.   
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 Linking past, present and future: Education should link the past with existing 

realities of the present national identity and the emerging future goals and 

aspirations of the society.   

 Integration of rural and urban areas: For achieving meaningful national 

integration, education should establish proper linkage of the urban elite and the 

rural people. This task can be performed through providing equal opportunities for 

education. Programmes of formal and non-formal education through various types 

of institutions should be organized extensively in the rural areas.   

 Involvement of students: There is a need for closer involvement of these students 

and the community in educational programmes for developing a ‘sense of 

belonging’ and creating necessary enthusiasm for national development. 

National Policy on Education (1992) on National Integration   

 Common core curriculum: The National Policy on Education (NPE) provides 

for a common core curriculum including the history of Indian freedom movement, 

the constitutional obligations and other content essential to national identity. 

These contents are expected to cut across subject areas and designed to promote 

values such as India’s common cultural heritage egalitarianism, democracy and 

secularism, equality of the genders, protection of the environment, removal of 

social barriers etc.   

 Uniform educational structure: A uniform educational structure should be 

established all over the country.   

 Equality of opportunity: Equal educational opportunities should be provided to 

all.   

 Educational opportunities in all parts: All parts of the country should be 

provided with suitable educational opportunities.   

 Social and national service: Social and national service should be made an 

integral part of education as its absence is also responsible for increasing the gulf 

between the educated and the uneducated classes. 
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13.8 Factors Promoting National Integration  

 

Although the above stated challenges do exist, there are certain important factors 

that provide sound base for national integration. These are:  

A. Constitutional Provisions: As we have seen, the Indian Constitution has made 

provisions for promoting and ensuring national integration. It has accepted socialism, 

secularism, democracy, liberty, equality, justice and fraternity as the goals of Indian 

political system. Citizens have been empowered with fundamental rights and their 

fundamental duties have also been prescribed. The Directive Principles of State Policy 

directs the State to promote equitable economic development, eliminate social 

discrimination, and promotion of international peace and security. And above all, the 

provisions related to various institutions and processes have been geared towards national 

integration. 

B. Governmental Initiatives: The governments have also been making efforts to 

promote national integration. A National Integration Council has been set up to consider 

issues related to national integration and recommend suitable measures to be taken. A 

Single Planning Commission prepares plans for economic development of the entire 

country and one Election Commission conducts elections.  

C. National Festivals and Symbols: National festivals also act as an important unifying 

force. Independence Day, Republic Day, and Gandhi Jayanti are festivals that are 

celebrated by all Indians and in all parts of the country, regardless of language, religion or 

culture. We also observe the National Integration Day on 19 November every year and 

take a pledge. This day is also known as “Qaumi Ekta Divas”. Moreover, our National 

Symbols like the National Flag, the National Anthem, and the National Emblem also help 

to remind us that we all have one identity. For this reason we stress on the importance of 

showing proper respect to these symbols. These act as strong unifying forces both in 

times of celebration and adversity. They remind us of our common nationality. 
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D. All India Services and Other Factors: Moreover, the All Indian Services (IAS, IFS, 

IPS and others), unified judicial system, postal and communications networks, including 

radio and television, and the internet promote the unity and integrity of the Indian nation. 

You may be aware that the members of the All India Services are recruited centrally, but 

they work in States. Many of them, after having long experiences at the state level come 

to work in the Central government and be a part of policy decision-making for the entire 

country. Postal and communication network definitely binds the nation. You also may 

have listened to radio broadcasting national events or watched those events on television. 

Is it not true that people of all parts of the country do so? 

13.9 Role of the Teachers in Promoting National Integration  

Teachers can play an important role in developing values of national integration 

among the students. Following are the important measures which can prove very helpful 

in this regard.  

i. Teachers should set ideal examples of national integration through their 

behaviour, ways of thinking and doing things.  

ii. Teachers should present historical facts in an impartial and objective manner.  

iii. They should not discriminate students on the basis of caste, colour, language, 

region and religion.  

iv. They should lay balanced stress on the achievements of great leaders belonging to 

different communities, regions, etc.  

v. In geography and Indian economics, the importance of interdependence of 

different regions and states should be highlighted.  

vi. All possible efforts should be made to inculcate an attitude of rational thinking in 

the students.  

vii. Community dinner, campus get to get , educational excursions and tours may be 

organized so that students get opportunities to appreciate the concept of unity and 

diversity. 
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viii. Deeds of patriotism of great persons belonging to all communities should be 

suitably explained. 

 

13.10   Let Us Sum Up 

National integration is essential for any nation with socio-cultural, religious, 

linguistic and geographical diversities. _ A nation is a country with a unified socio-

economic and political structure. It denotes a body of people who have a feeling of 

oneness, built on the basis of common history, society, culture and values. This feeling of 

oneness binds the people together in to a nation. India is a nation having great diversities. 

The people who inhabit this nation belong to different races, communities and castes. 

They reside in different geographical regions and speak different languages. They believe 

in and practice different religions and have varied life styles. But with all these 

diversities, they all are Indians and they feel like that. National integration is the 

awareness of a common identity amongst the citizens of a country. It means that though 

the individuals belong to different communities, castes, religions, cultures and regions 

and speak different languages, all of them recognize the fact that they are one. This kind 

of integration is very important in the building of a strong and prosperous nation.  It was 

during nationhood emerged and the need for national integration was realized. 

13.11   Check Your Progress 

 

1. Explain briefly the meaning and importance of national and emotional 

integration? 

2.  Give a detailed account about the challenges of national integration? 

3. Discuss in detail the role of education in fostering national and emotional 

integration in the country? 
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13.12   Suggested Reading  

1. Brubacher, John S. (1962). Modern Philosophies of Education. Tokyo: McGraw-

Hill   Book Company, Inc. 

2. Butler, J. Donald (1968). Four philosophies and their practice in education and 

religion. New York & London: Harper and Row. 

3. Dupuis, A. M. (1972). Philosophy of Education in historical perspective. New 

Delhi: Thomson Press (India) Ltd. 

4. Robert, R (2007) Philosophical Bases of Education New Delhi. Surjeet Publications 

5. Khan, M.S. (1990) Education, Religion and Modern  Age. New Delhi: Asia Publishing 

House. 
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LESSON NO: 14  EDUCATION AND SECULARISM 

Lesson Structure 

14.1 Introduction 

14.2   Objectives  

14.3  Meaning of Secularism 

14.4   Secularism in Indian Constitution 

14.5   Secularism and Education 

14.6   Let Us Sum Up 

14.7       Check Your Progress 

14.13    Suggested Readings 

14.1  Introduction 

Communalism has been one of the most disturbing problems across the globe 

including India. It has continued to be a threat to national integration. It is true that 

traditionally, the Indian society has been non-communal. Since centuries it has been 

absorbing and assimilating many religions and cultures. But it was during the British rule 

that communalism was used as a tool to divide Indians. The colonial rulers created 

situations to convince Indians that primarily they were members of different religious 

communities and they must think and act differently. The Constitution makers had sensed 

the negative potential of communalism. That is why, the Constitution declares India to be 

a secular State. Although the original Constitution had many provisions to promote 

secularism, the continued reappearance of communalism demanded reassertion. 

Consequentially, it was made one of the basic pillars of Indian democracy and the word 

UNIT III 
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‘secular’ was inserted into the Preamble of the Constitution by the Forty-Second 

Amendment in1976. 

14.2  Objectives 

After going through this lesson you will be able to: 

  Explain the meaning of Secularism;  

 State the significance of secularism in India; and 

 Discuss the place of secularism in Indian Constitution; 

14.3  Meaning of Secularism 

What does secularism mean? You may come across with some people who will 

say, “I am secular, because I do not believe in any religion”. You may also find some 

politicians who say that what is reflected in the Constitution is not true but pseudo-

secularism”. Pseudo-secularism means false secularism. However, it is necessary to 

understand that secularism does not mean being irreligious or anti-religious. The term 

pseudo-secularism is used only for political purposes. In fact, secularism implies equality 

of all religions and religious tolerance. It may be appreciated in two contexts: state 

context and individual context. In the state context, it means that India does not have an 

official state religion. The government must not favour or discriminate against any 

religion. It must treat all religions with equal respect. All citizens, irrespective of their 

religious beliefs are equal in the eyes of law. No religious instruction is imparted in 

government or government-aided schools. But the general information about all 

established world religions may be imparted, without giving any importance to any one 

religion or the others. In the individual context, it means sarva dharma samabhava, equal 

respect for all religions. Every person has the right to preach, practice and propagate any 

religion they choose. Every citizen must treat all religions with the same respect as he/she 

has for his/her religion. No religion permits individuals to ignore or hate others. 
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Despite the constitutional provisions and safeguards it is unfortunate that all 

Indians are yet to be truly secular. We have to experience communal riots at regular 

intervals. Even a very insignificant reason leads to communal tension and violence. But 

secularism is essential not simply for maintaining communal harmony and peace, but for 

the very existence of our nation. If you look around yourself, you may find that your 

friends, classmates, neighbours or nearby residents believe and practice religions that are 

different from your religion. They belong to various castes. How can you interact with 

them and be a good friend, classmate or neighbour, if you do not respect their religion and 

they do not do the same. We all know that India has a plural society. It is therefore 

essential that all the people develop respect towards one another and practice peaceful co-

existence. 

14.4   Secularism and Indian Constitution  

As we have seen above, various provisions of the Constitution ensure India to be a 

secular State. The Indian constitution through its Preamble and particularly through its 

chapters on Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles has created a secular state based 

on the principle of equality and non-discrimination. Along with the principles of social 

and economic democracy, secularism has been held to be one of the ‘Basic Structures’ of 

Indian Constitution. It has been reflected in the Constitution primarily as a value in the 

sense that it extends support to our plural society. Secularism aims at promoting cohesion 

among different communities living in India. 

14.5  Education and Secularism 

Despite the constitutional provisions and safeguards it is unfortunate that all 

Indians are yet to be truly secular. We have to experience communal riots at regular 

intervals. Even a very insignificant reason leads to communal tension and violence. But 

secularism is essential not simply for maintaining communal harmony and peace, but for 

the very existence of our nation. If you look around yourself, you may find that your 
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friends, classmates, neighbours or nearby residents believe and practice religions that are 

different from your religion. They belong to various castes. How can you interact with 

them and be a good friend, classmate or neighbour, if you do not respect their religion and 

they do not do the same. We all know that India has a plural society. It is therefore 

essential that all the people develop respect towards one another and practice peaceful co-

existence. 

14.11  Let Us Sum Up 

The word secularism is derived from the Latin word’ Saeculum’ means ’this 

present age ’.Secularism came to be known as social and ethical system. It primarily 

emphasize on natural and cultural improvements of human beings. Secularism can be 

defined as, ‘’a system of doctrines and practices that rejects any form of religious faith 

and worship’’. In this lesson an attempt has been made to explain the concept and 

significance of secularism. An attempt has also been made to highlight the scope of 

secularism within the ambit of Indian constitution. 

12.12  Check Your Progress 

1. What do you mean by secularism? 

2. What are the provisions in the Constitution that are focused on secularism? 

3. What is the role of a citizen in strengthening India as a secular state? 

12.13  Suggested Reading  

1. Brubacher, John S. (1962). Modern Philosophies of Education. Tokyo: McGraw-

Hill   Book Company, Inc. 

2. Butler, J. Donald (1968). Four philosophies and their practice in education and 

religion. New York & London: Harper and Row. 

3. Dupuis, A. M. (1972). Philosophy of Education in historical perspective. New 

Delhi: Thomson Press (India) Ltd. 
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4. Robert, R (2007) Philosophical Bases of Education New Delhi. Surjeet Publications 

5. Khan, M.S. (1990) Education, Religion and Modern  Age. New Delhi: Asia Publishing 

House. 
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LESSON NO 15:           EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

Lesson Structure 

15.1   Introduction 

15.2    Objectives  

15.3  Meaning and Concept of Culture 

15.4   Characteristics of Culture 

15.5   Dimensions of Culture 

15.6  Relationship Between Culture and Education  

15.7  Let Us Sum Up 

15.8  Check Your Progress 

15.9  Suggested Readings and References  

15.1 Introduction 

 We encounter and make use of the word culture several times a day and in very 

different contexts. Most social scientists today view culture as consisting primarily of 

the symbolic, ideational, and intangible aspects of human societies. The spirit of a 

culture is not its artifacts, tools, or other tangible cultural elements but how the 

members of the group interpret, use, and perceive them. It is the values, symbols, 

interpretations, and perspectives that differentiate one people from another in 

modernized societies; it is more than material objects and other tangible aspects of 

human societies.  Humans within a particular cultural context, usually interpret the 

meaning of symbols, artifacts, and behaviors in the same or in similar ways." In this 
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lesson, we shall discuss in detail about the meaning and concept of culture with special 

reference to relationship between education and culture.  

15.2  Objectives 

Dear students, after going through this lesson, you should be able to: 

 Discuss the meaning, and concept of culture ; 

 Explain the dimensions of culture; and 

 Describe the relationship between education and culture. 

15.3  Meaning and Concept of Culture 

A term used by social scientists is also widely used in popular speech. It apparently 

arose first in the old France of the middle ages to indicate a religious cult or religious 

worship or ceremony. In the 18th century, the word was used alone to mean formation 

of the spirit. 18th  century philosophers and historians borrowed this term from the 

French literature but “Kultur” as it was written in old had for the society both social and 

historical dimensions. It was in English however, that culture took the modern meaning 

‘total way of life’. The technical use of this term in Anthropology was introduced by 

E.B. Tylor in 1871. Culture has been derived from the Latin word cultura, meaning "to 

cultivate". It is a term that has many different meanings but generally it is used for the 

total way of life of a particular society. Alfred Kroeber and Clyde Kluckhohn  compiled 

a list of 164 definitions of "culture" in Culture: A Critical Review of Concepts and 

Definitions. They revealed that the word "culture" is most commonly used in three 

basic senses which are as: 

a)  Excellence of taste in the fine arts and humanities, also known as high 

culture. 



 

 

 

 
241 

BED = 15101 

b) An integrated pattern of human knowledge, belief, and behavior that depends 

upon the capacity for symbolic thought and social learning. 

c) The set of shared attitudes, values, goals, and practices that characterizes an 

institution, organization or group. 

When the concept first emerged in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe, it 

connoted a process of cultivation or improvement, as in agriculture or horticulture. In 

the nineteenth century, it came to refer first to the betterment or refinement of the 

individual, especially through education, and then to the fulfillment of national 

aspirations or ideals. In the mid-nineteenth century, some scientists used the term 

"culture" to refer to a universal human capacity. For the German non-positivist 

sociologist Georg Simmel, culture referred to "the cultivation of individuals through the 

agency of external forms which have been objectified in the course of history".  

In the twentieth century, "culture" emerged as a concept central to 

anthropology, encompassing all human phenomena that are not purely results of human 

genetics. Specifically, the term "culture" in American anthropology had two meanings: 

(1) the evolved human capacity to classify and represent experiences with symbols, and 

to act imaginatively and creatively; and (2) the distinct ways that people living in 

different parts of the world classified and represented their experiences, and acted 

creatively. Following World War II, the term became important, albeit with different 

meanings, in other disciplines such as cultural studies, organizational psychology and 

management studies 

15.4 Culture: How Different Thinkers View It? 

1. C. C. North.  According to North “culture consists in the instruments constituted 

by man to assist him in satisfying his wants.” 
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2. Tylor.  “Culture is that complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, 

morals, law, custom and any other capabilities acquired by man as a member of 

society.” 

3. Ottaway.  “The culture is the total way of life” 

4. Mazumdar.  “Culture is the sum total of human achievements – material as well as 

non-material.” 

5. B. Malinowski.  According to him culture is “cumulative creation of man.”  He 

also regards culture as, “the handiwork of man and the medium through which he 

achieves his ends.” 

6. Graham Wallas.  He says it is “an accumulation of thoughts, values and objects; it 

is the social heritage acquired by us from preceding generations through learning, 

as distinguished from the biological heritage which is passed on to us automatically 

through the genes.” 

7. Damen, L:  Culture: learned and shared human patterns or models for living; day- 

to-day living patterns these patterns and models pervade all aspects of human social 

interaction. Culture is mankind's primary adaptive mechanism"  

8. Hofstede, G. (1984):  Culture is the collective programming of the mind which 

distinguishes the members of one category of people from another." 

9. Kluckhohn, C., & Kelly, W.H. (1945): By culture we mean all those historically 

created designs for living, explicit and implicit, rational, irrational, and non-

rational, which exist at any given time as potential guides for the behavior of men." 

10.   Linton, R. (1945).   "A culture is a configuration of learned behaviors and results 

of  behavior whose component elements are shared and transmitted by the members 

of a particular society"  

      Briefly speaking, culture is a unique possession of man and is design of living of a 

particular society. It is one of the distinguishing traits of human society.  Culture is the 

unique quality of man which separates him from other creations. It is a very broad term 

that includes in itself all our walks of life, our modes of behaviour, our philosophies 
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and ethics, our morals and manners, out customs and traditions, our religions, political, 

economic and other types of activities. 

15.5 Characteristics of Culture   

 
Following are some important characteristics of culture: 

1. Culture is Universal:  Across the globe, every society is having it own unique 

culture. 

2. Learned Quality.  Culture is learned quality. It is not innate. It is socially acquired. 

Traits learned through socialization, habits and thoughts are parts of culture. 

3. Transmissive Quality. Culture is transmitted from person to person and generation 

to generation. The individual is moulded according to his family and society of 

which he is a member.  The new generation gains by the experiences of the older 

generation through the communicability of culture. Transmissive feature is unique 

quality of culture. 

4. Social Quality.  Man cannot create or generate culture while existing apart from the 

group.  Culture is inclusive of the expectations of the members of groups. Each 

member is dependent on the other and each expects from another. By this 

expectation is the society bound by culture. 

5. Idealistic Quality. Culture is idealistic. It stands for ideal norms of human 

behaviour.  It is embodiment of refinement. Society accepts these ideals, norms and 

patterns. 

6. Gratifying Quality.   

a) Culture meets and satisfies the social and ethical needs of man.  Social habits 

form a part and parcel of culture.  Habits can be formed of those activities 

only which tend to gratify some needs. Without gratifying these needs 

culture cannot exist. 
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b) Culture meets the recurring demands of mankind. The demand of 

reproduction, of nursing an infant to maturity and finally of disposal of the 

deed, all are met by culture from generation to generation. 

7. Adaptive Quality. Each culture tries to adopt the qualities outside its own 

environment.  The contact of two or more cultures takes place and this interaction 

tends the adaptive quality to the culture 

8. Integrative Quality. Culture has the quality of becoming integrated.  Various parts 

of culture are integrated with each other and any new element, which is introduced, 

is also integrated.  Those cultures which are more open to external influence are 

comparatively more heterogeneous but nevertheless some degree of integration is 

inevitable in all cultures. 

9. Manifestation Quality. Culture is the manifestation of man’s mind in varying 

moods of nature and environment and in the changing course of history. Culture of 

civilized societies has its own momentum of progress.  Members of such a society 

cannot remain aloof from the diving currents of culture. 

10. Dynamic Quality.  Culture has a dynamic quality.  It is changing.  It is in constant 

flux. No nation has had constant cultural tradition. Every generation adds 

something new and modifies something of old. 

11. Culture is Continuous and Cumulative: The process of culture is continuous and 

is commutative one.  Culture is an umbrella term so it includes the achievements of 

the past and the present as well of the future. Culture makes provision for the future 

achievements of mankind. Culture may be conceived as a brook flowing down 

through the centuries from one generation to another. According to Linton, “Culture 

is a social heritage of man”. 

12. Culture is Consistent and Integrated: Culture possesses an order and system. It 

has the quality of becoming integrated e.g. the value system of a society is closely 

connected with its other aspects such as morality, religion, customs, traditions, 

beliefs and the like. 




	Lesson No. 11 Democracy Done 196-208.pdf
	Lesson No. 12 Socialism Done 209-219.pdf
	Lesson No. 13 National integration 220-233.pdf
	Lesson No. 14 secularism 234-238.pdf

